
Youõll find these exhibits displayed in public places around Geneva: 

Shall We Dance? I Dig Rock and Roll Music Lift Every Voice and Sing Time to Play Music Musicians Extraordinary 

Come Hear the Music Play Iôd Like to Teach the 
World to Sing 

Teaching and Composing 

Geneva has always been full of music. Join the Geneva Historical Society and community 

partners in celebrating the people and traditions of Genevaõs musical past and present.  

Just Folks, Making Music Together 

In 1974 Bruce Springsteen played the 
Geneva Theater (now Smith Opera House) 
as an unknown musician. 

Courtesy of Hobart & William Smith 
Colleges Amelia Calabrese, shown with The Five Sharps, was 

a fixture at any musical event in the mid -1900s. 

Formal concerts were held in 
Geneva as early as 1829. 
Advertisement for a concert at the 
hotel on Pulteney Square (now 
Pulteney Apartments). 

This project is made possible by the Geneva Historical Society, the Museum Association of New York, 

and the support of local businesses and community organizations. 
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The launching of the sloop [Alexander] 
being an unusual event, the people came 
from far and near to witness it, and among 
them was Major James Cochran, then a 
young man. At night the young people 
wanted a dance, and having a fiddle young 
Cochran, who was an amateur performer, 
was pressed into service.   
 -1796 account at the launching of Seneca 
Lakeôs first sloop 

Local and traveling dance bands have kept Genevans moving at sorority and fraternity socials, 

benevolent society balls, and dance halls. Club 86 was a favorite place for wedding receptions. 

Record hops were held at DeSales High School, the Rollerdrome on Lyons Road, and many other 

venues. 

 

During World War II and the Korean War, the USO on Main Street drew many to their dances. 

Earlier, in the 1800s, house, grove and barn dances led by fiddlers were popular, along with more 

formal balls at the Geneva Hotel on Pulteney Park and Franklin House on Exchange Street.  

Dousek's Orchestra (pictured here) and 
octets of violin, flute, guitar and woodwinds 
were popular for dances during the early 
20th century.  

For several decades the Aeneas 
McDonald Patrolmanôs Benevolent 
Association brought in big bands and 
vocalists for their annual ball. 

Genevaôs Syrian community is known for its haflis 
(parties) with Middle Eastern food, music, and dancing. 

Courtesy of Madge Salem 

During World War II and the Korean War, the 
USO held dances for sailors and airmen, 
respectively, from Sampson. Dances were 
segregated and African American bands 
played for servicemen of color. 

In 1956 Belhurst Castle had a 
regular combo for dining and 
dancing that included Art Dwyer 
(clarinet), Jimmy Lynch (piano), 
and Joe LaFaro (violin). 


