
College Sports in the 19th Century 

)Î ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΫβΪΪÓȟ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ ÐÌÁÃÅÓȢ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÔÏ 

ÌÅÁÒÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÏÆ ÎÏ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒÓȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ-ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ 

ÓÐÏÒÔÓȢ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÇÁÍÅÓ ÂÕÔ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÖÁÎÄÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙȟ ÐÕÌÌÅÄ 

ÐÒÁÎËÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÁÓÓÁÕÌÔÅÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȢ !Ó ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

ΫβέΪÓȟ ÇÙÍÎÁÓÔÉÃ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÎÇÓ ÏÒ ÐÏÍÍÅÌ ÈÏÒÓÅȟ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÏÎ 

ÃÁÍÐÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÕÒÎ Ïǟ ÅÎÅÒÇÙȢ 

 

"ÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΫβίΪÓȟ ÔÈÅ ȰÍÕÓÃÕÌÁÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙȱ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÆÅÌÔ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈ ×ÁÓ 

ÁÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÁÓ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÉÇÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÅÍÂÒÁÃÅÄ ÂÙ .Å× %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ 

ǢÒÓÔ ÁÔÈÌÅÔÉÃ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅÓ ×ÁÓ Á (ÁÒÖÁÒÄɀ9ÁÌÅ ÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÒÁÃÅ ÉÎ ΫβίάȢ  

A bat-and-ball game played behind Hobartôs South Main Street 
buildings around 1870. It may have been baseball or an earlier 
game such as wicket or rounders. 

Founded in 1837, Mount Holyoke College for women embraced 
physical exercise from the beginning. While calisthenics looked too 
much like dancing for strict Christians, gymnastics with Indian 
clubs (shown here) was okay. 

The Hobart boat house (1877-1910) was home to ñThe Hobart Navy,ò 

four- and six-oared boats that were raced by three fraternities. In the 

1890s a college team competed intercollegiately, then was dissolved.  

April 9, 1890 address in New York City by Hobart President 

E.N. Potter. 

This stone carving at Princeton University shows 

the historical struggle between academics and 

college sports. 



That Championship Season 

)Î !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȟ ÃÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÄÒÁ× ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÂÏÔÈ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ 

ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÈÌÅÔÅÓȢ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÉÔÌÅÓ ÃÁÎ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔ ǢÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÁÌÕÍÎÉȢ 

!Ó Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ (73 ÐÒÏǢÔÓ ÌÅÓÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÔÈÌÅÔÉÃ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÉÅÓȢ 

(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÌÁÓÔ Á ÌÉÆÅÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÈÌÅÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȢ  

 

#ÏÍÂÉÎÅÄȟ (ÏÂÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 3ÍÉÔÈ ÈÁÖÅ ×ÏÎ άέ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓȢ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 

3ÍÉÔÈ ÈÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ Ó×ÉÍÍÉÎÇ ÔÉÔÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ (ÏÂÁÒÔ ÃÒÅ× ÈÁÖÅ ×ÏÎ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÔÉÍÅÓȢ 

#ÏÍÐÅÔÉÎÇ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅÓȟ &,## ÈÁÓ ×ÏÎ ÍÁÎÙ .Å× 9ÏÒË ÒÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ  

ÃÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓȢ 

In winning 16 national lacrosse championships, Hobart won twelve years in a 

row (1980-1991). Photo of 1985 championship team.  

Revived in 1982, the Hobart rowing team gained a full-

time coach in 1990. Statesmen have won gold medals 

at the Intercollegiate Rowing Association Regatta in 

1993, 1994, and 2003.  

Since 1987, the Herons have played 29 times in the NCAA 

tournament, reached 10 Final Fours, played in four national title 

games, and won two championships. Photo of 1988 national 

championship.  

William Smith field hockey has won national championships in 1992, 1997, and 2000. Photo of 2000 
national championship. 

 After an undefeated 2008 season, FLCC womenôs soccer was the first 
team in college history to be named number one in the National Junior 
Collegiate Athletic Association. 



Tim-berrr: Logging Sports at FLCC 

)Î ÔÈÅ ΫγαΪÓȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÆÏÕÒ-ÙÅÁÒ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔ ÈÁÄ ×ÅÌÌ-ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ×ÏÏÄÓÍÅÎ 

ÔÅÁÍÓȢ )Î Ϋγαήȟ ÔÈÅ &,## 7ÏÏÄÓÍÅÎ #ÌÕÂ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÉÔÓ ǢÒÓÔ ÍÅÅÔ ÁÔ $ÁÒÔÍÏÕÔÈ #ÏÌȤ

ÌÅÇÅȢ 4ÏÄÁÙȟ &,## ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ Ô×Ï-ÙÅÁÒ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÎÇ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÆÏÕÒ-ÙÅÁÒ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÉÅÓ 

ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔȢ .Ï× ÁÎ ÏǣÃÉÁÌ ÔÅÁÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅȭÓ ÁÔÈÌÅÔÉÃ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ÔÈÅ ,ÁËÅÒÓ ÂÏÁÓÔ 

ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ×ÉÎÓ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÉÍÂÅÒ ÓÐÏÒÔÓ ÔÅÁÍȡ άΪ ÍÅÎȭÓ ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ Ϋή 

×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÃÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓȢ  

The FLCC Logging Sports team hosts home meets at Marty 

Dodge Woodsmen Field, under coach and former team 

member Ryan Staychock ó95. Dodge was the team founder 

and coach for 37 years. 

Various team members have gone on to be professional lumberjacks, including 

Dave Jewett ó89, a three-time winner of the Lumberjack World Championships all-

around title. In 1994 Christine VanGee ó87 won the first officially recognized 

womenôs underhand chopping championships, and appeared on ñThe Tonight 

Showò with Jay Leno. 1978 team photo. 

Many of the events involve sawing wood with oneï or 
two-person saws or chainsaws, and are judged for 
speed and accuracy of cut. An assistant sprays 
lubricant on the saw to keep it from binding. 

Competitions are divided into singles, doubles, triples, and team 
events. The college has three six-person teams: male, female, 
and co-ed (also known as Jack-and-Jill). 

Events are based on traditional logging and woodsmen 

skills like fire building, canoeing, and log rolling. Birling 

(shown here) evolved from when loggers had to walk 

across floating logs without falling. 



For the Love of the Game:  
Club and Intramural Sports 

,ÉËÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȟ (73 ÁÎÄ &&,# ÏǟÅÒ ÉÎÔÒÁÍÕÒÁÌ ÓÐÏÒÔÓȢ 

)ÎÔÒÁÍÕÒÁÌÓ ÁÌÌÏ× ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎȟ 

×ÈÅÒÅÁÓ ÃÌÕÂ ÓÐÏÒÔÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȢ )ÎÔÒÁÍÕÒÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÕÂÓ ÌÅÔ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 

ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÓÐÏÒÔÓȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÁÎ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ ÍÁÙ ÎÏÔ ×ÁÎÔ 

ÏÒ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÖÁÒÓÉÔÙ ÓÐÏÒÔÓȟ ÏÒ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÅÎÇÁÇÅ ÉÎ ÃÏ-ÅÄ ÔÅÁÍÓȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÔÅÁÍÓ 

ÁÌÌÏ× ÍÏÒÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÁÔÈÌÅÔÉÃ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ÆÏÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ Á 

ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙȢ  

HWS students have played intramural sports for many years. 

During the 1935-1936 academic year, 87% of Hobart students 

participated in intramurals.  

&,## ÉÎÔÒÁÍÕÒÁÌÓȡ ÂÁÓËÅÔÂÁÌÌȟ ǨÏÏÒ 

ÈÏÃËÅÙȟ ÓÏÃÃÅÒȟ ÔÅÎÎÉÓȟ ǨÁÇ ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ 

 

(73 ÉÎÔÒÁÍÕÒÁÌÓȡ ÂÁÓËÅÔÂÁÌÌȟ ǨÏÏÒ 

ÈÏÃËÅÙȟ ÓÏÃÃÅÒȟ ÔÅÎÎÉÓȟ ÂÁÄÍÉÎÔÏÎȟ 

ÔÁÂÌÅ ÔÅÎÎÉÓȟ ÓÐÉËÅÂÁÌÌȟ ÖÏÌÌÅÙÂÁÌÌȟ 

ÓÏÆÔÂÁÌÌȟ ÄÏÄÇÅÂÁÌÌ 

 

(73 ÃÌÕÂ ÓÐÏÒÔÓȡ ÁÌÐÉÎÅ ÓËÉȟ 

ÂÁÓÅÂÁÌÌȟ ÅÑÕÅÓÔÒÉÁÎȟ ÆÅÎÃÉÎÇȟ ÉÃÅ 

ÈÏÃËÅÙȟ ÌÁÃÒÏÓÓÅȟ ÒÕÇÂÙȟ ÓÏÃÃÅÒȟ ÔÒÁÃË 

ÁÎÄ ǢÅÌÄȟ ÔÅÎÎÉÓȟ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÆÒÉÓÂÅÅȟ 

ÖÏÌÌÅÙÂÁÌÌ 

Intramurals have provided an opportunity for students to play sports that 

they may not have access to otherwise, such as cricket or fencing. (Photos 

courtesy of Hobart and William Smith Colleges' Archives and Special 

Collections, Geneva, NY.)  

Current HWS club sports include both menôs and 

womenôs rugby and an equestrian team. Photos 

courtesy of Hobart and William Smith Colleges' Archives 

and Special Collections, Geneva, NY.)  

Making use of the colder climate, HWS boasts an alpine ski 

team which practices and competes at nearby Bristol 

Mountain.  



William Smith Herons  

"ÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ΫγΪβ ×ÉÔÈ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 3ÍÉÔÈ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȭÓ ǢÒÓÔ ÃÌÁÓÓȟ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ 

ÏÆ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓȢ 7ÏÍÅÎ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÂÁÓËÅÔÂÁÌÌȟ ÂÁÓÅÂÁÌÌȟ ÖÏÌÌÅÙÂÁÌÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 

ÄÁÎÃÉÎÇȢ )ÎÔÅÒÃÌÁÓÓ ÔÏÕÒÎÁÍÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÉÎ ÂÁÓËÅÔÂÁÌÌȟ ǢÅÌÄ ÈÏÃËÅÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÎÎÉÓȢ 

)ÎÔÅÒÃÏÌÌÅÇÉÁÔÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÄÉÓÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ȰÐÌÁÙ ÄÁÙÓȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÉØÅÄ ÔÅÁÍÓ ɉÐÌÁÙÅÒÓ 

ÆÒÏÍ ÄÉǟÅÒÅÎÔ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅÓɊ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÂÌÅ ÁÓ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȢ   

 

)Î ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅ ΫγΰΪÓ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 3ÍÉÔÈ ÈÁÄ ÖÁÒÓÉÔÙ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÉÎ ÌÁÃÒÏÓÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÌÉÎÇȟ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ 

Ó×ÉÍÍÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÂÁÓËÅÔÂÁÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΫγαΪÓȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÌÁÇÇÅÄ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ 

(ÏÂÁÒÔȟ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 3ÍÉÔÈ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ÈÁÄ ×ÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓȢ  
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ɀ -ÁÒÃÉÁ 7ÉÎÎȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ !ÔÈÌÅÔÉÃÓ  

The college teams were called ñSmithiesò but Smith 

College used the same name. In 1981 the winning 

submission in a naming contest came from two field 

hockey players after a heron flew over their practice field.  

Together, professors Marcia Winn (left, 1930-1967) and Janet Seeley (1932-1971) 
introduced intercollegiate athletic competition with area women's colleges when 
such competition was considered "unladylike" and even "unhealthy" by some 
college officials. William Smithôs Winn-Seeley gymnasium is named in their honor. 

Swimmer Vibeke Hopkinson '83 was the first William 
Smith athlete or team to win a national championship. 
She won individual NCAA titles in the 50-yard and 100-
yard backstroke as a senior.  

Heron lacrosse teams have advanced to nine Final Fours, 
placing second five times. 

Since 1997, rowing teams have made it to the national championships 13 times.  


